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Unit 2

Read and Understand Informational Texts

Lesson 4

Analyze Text Structure
7.RI.5 — High

Authors of informational texts organize their information in ways that help readers understand
the text. The term text structure refers to the way the information is organized. Common text
structures include description, sequence, cause and effect, problem and solution, and comparison
and contrast. Informational writing can have a main text structure and one or more underlying
structures.
• Description provides details about a person, thing, event, or process.
• Sequence, or order, reveals a series of events over time or steps in a procedure.
• Cause and effect explains the reasons why something happens and/or what happens
as a result.
• Problem and solution presents a problem and describes how it is solved.
• Comparison and contrast explains how two or more persons, animals, things, or
events are alike and different.

Examples
Description
Many living things exist in symbiosis. The term symbiosis refers to the interaction between two
different organisms that have a close relationship. For example, a symbiotic relationship exists
between a cow and the bacteria that live in the stomach of the cow. The bacteria need the cow
because the cow provides a place for the bacteria to live. The cow needs the bacteria in order to
get nutrients from the grass it eats. Cows and bacteria depend on each other to survive.
Text Structure: This passage describes the relationship between two species—cows and bacteria.
As part of the description, it presents details about the important roles that cows and bacteria play
in their mutual survival.
Cause and Effect
On December 7, 1941, the Japanese air force attacked a United States naval
base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The bombing came without warning. Many
American lives and ships were lost. As a result of the attack, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Congress to declare war on Japan, which it did
on December 8. Roosevelt described the day of the attack as a “date which
will live in infamy.”
Text Structure: The passage mainly uses a cause-and-effect structure.
Because Japan attacked the U.S. naval base, many lives and ships were lost,
and the U.S. declared war on Japan. The phrase As a result signals the effect
of a cause. There is some brief description and sequence, but these underlie
the main cause-and-effect structure.
Writers think carefully about how best to organize information that
others will read. Readers depend on a writer’s structure, or pattern of
organization, to move them along from point to point as they read.
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Hint
To identify the
text structure of a
passage, ask yourself
questions, such as
Does this mainly
describe something?
Does it show the
order of a process?
Does it explain why
something happens?
Does it tell how
a problem was
solved? Does is show
how two or more
things are alike and
different?

Once you have identified the text structure, consider how each section of a text serves the
overall structure. Ask yourself these questions: How does each paragraph support the text? How is
a paragraph related to the paragraphs before and after it? How does it contribute to a web or chain of
ideas? How do the main sections of the text develop the writer’s central message?

Example
In a building collapse or other disaster, it’s essential to find survivors
as quickly as possible. Until dogs were used for search and rescue,
lives were lost because searches took too long and were often too
dangerous for human rescuers. Nowadays, specially trained dogs
are used for search and rescue operations. The dogs are often
lighter and more agile than human rescuers and can climb over and
under debris. Because of dogs’ keen sense of smell, they can follow
the scent of a missing person after being exposed to the person’s
scent through clothing or other items.
Text Structure: The text structure of this passage is mainly
descriptive, with an underlying problem-and-solution structure
(problem: rescues were taking too long; solution: dog rescuers can
locate people faster than can human rescuers).

Test Example
Read the passage. Then answer the question.
1 What animal can swim like an eel, walk on land, and breathe
by using gills or lungs? It’s the salamander. These amazing
creatures live in streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and moist
woodlands.
2 When they swim, salamanders use muscles to propel
themselves through water. To walk on land, they move one leg
at a time. In water, they use gills to breathe, and on land, they
use lungs. Some salamanders that have neither gills nor lungs
absorb oxygen from water through their skin.

Hint
As you read a
passage, identify
and underline the
main idea. Then
read to identify
the text structure
and analyze how
the sentences
and paragraphs
develop the main
idea.

1. How does paragraph 2 contribute to the development of ideas in
the passage?

A. It explains how salamanders developed to be able to live on
land and sea.
B. It compares salamanders to other animals
C. It contrasts salamanders with other sea creatures.
D. It describes how salamanders swim, walk, and breathe.
D. The second paragraph provides details that support the main idea of
the first paragraph.
Lesson 4
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Practice

Read the passage. Then answer questions 1 through 3.

Jacques Cousteau
1

Ocean explorer and inventor Jacques Cousteau was born in France in 1910. As a boy, he loved the
ocean. In the 1930s, he attended the naval academy. Cousteau was in his mid-twenties when he
swam in the ocean with goggles. A whole new world opened to him under the water’s surface.
The experience set him on a lifelong path of underwater exploration.

2

As a member of the French Navy, Cousteau fought in World War II. He managed to find time
to continue his underwater exploration. Cousteau wanted to find a way to stay under water
for longer periods. In 1943, he helped develop the first successful Self-Contained Underwater
Breathing Apparatus (scuba). Also known as the Aqua-Lung, the device allows divers to remain
under water for several hours.

3

In 1950, Cousteau bought a ship that had once been a minesweeper. He converted the ship,
which he named the Calypso, into a vessel for diving and scientific research. He financed
explorations in the ship by making films and writing books about ocean life.

4

Cousteau also produced a popular television program for nearly a decade. The program was
called The Undersea World of Jacques Cousteau. It explored the diversity of marine life and brought
the wonders of the undersea world to millions of households.

5

In 1974, Cousteau established the Cousteau Society. Its mission—to carry out ocean explorations
and protect the fragile planet—continues today. In his lifetime, Cousteau received many honors
for his contributions to science. Jacques Cousteau died on June 25, 1997. His legacy of caring for
the ocean lives on.

1

Part A

2

What text structure does the writer
mainly use in this passage?

A. problem and solution

A. cause and effect

B. sequence

B. sequence

C. cause and effect

C. comparison and contrast

D. description

D. problem and solution
Part B
Which of these best supports your
answer to Part A?
A. Events in Cousteau’s life are
presented in time order.
B. The text shows causes and effects of
Cousteau’s interest in the ocean.
C. The text contrasts the achievements
of Cousteau and other explorers.
D. The text presents problems Cousteau
faced and shows how he solved them.
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Paragraph 1 is an example of which
type of underlying text structure within
the main structure?

3

What is the most likely reason the
author chose the main text structure to
tell Cousteau’s story?
A. A person’s life is an ongoing series of
causes and effects.
B. The author wanted to compare
Cousteau’s childhood with his later
life.
C. Achieving success can be seen as a
series of problems to solve.
D. The events of a person’s life unfold in
time order.

Read the passage. Then answer questions 4 through 7.

Fire Ants

4

1

You’re watering some new flowers you recently planted when, suddenly, you feel sharp stings
on your foot. You look down to see that you’ve stepped in the middle of a mound of fire
ants! Ouch! It’s no wonder that these ants have “fire” in their name.

2

Fire ants build mounds of soft soil. When a person or animal disturbs the mound, the ants
become very agitated. They can quickly crawl up a foot or a leg and inflict multiple, painful
bites. Fire ant venom causes a burning, itching sensation. The ants’ bites can produce white
blisters that can become infected if not kept clean.

3

These ants pose a threat. They feed on both animals and plants. Amazingly, fire ants have
killed animals many times their size, such as birds, lizards, toads, and even deer. They have
damaged young fruit trees and crops such as potatoes, okra, and corn.

4

Is there a bright side to fire ants? They do eat many unwanted insect pests, including ticks
and termites. They also eat some insects that cause damage to trees.

5

Controlling these pesky invaders is not easy. The best control measures involve spraying the
mounds with natural and chemical pesticides. And the best way to avoid getting bitten by
fire ants is to watch your step!

What text structure does the writer
mainly use in this passage?

6

A. cause and effect

A. to balance the negative view of fire
ants with positive information

B. sequence

B. to make a transition from the first
part of the passage to its conclusion

C. description
D. problem and solution

5

C. to list insects that fire ants eat
D. to give reasons why fire ants should
not be eradicated

How does paragraph 1 relate to the
passage as a whole?
A. It shows that fire ants can be found
nearly everywhere.
B. It uses a vivid example to introduce
information about fire ants.
C. It explains why controlling fire ants
can be so difficult.
D. It presents the major threat that fire
ants pose to people and animals.

Why did the writer include paragraph
4?

7

How does paragraph 5 contribute to the
development of passage ideas?
A. It summarizes the ideas presented in
earlier paragraphs of the passage.
B. It contrasts controlling fire ants with
controlling different types of insects.
C. It explains why eliminating fire ants
is so difficult.
D. It describes solutions to problems
described earlier and links to the
scene in the first paragraph.

Lesson 4
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The TABE® Tutor series is fully aligned to the TABE® 11 & 12 tests. Each book in the
series provides a pretest, step-by-step instruction and targeted practice for the College
and Career Readiness Standards assessed on the TABE® 11 & 12 tests, and a full-length
practice test.

TABE® Tutor: Math, Level M has eight units covering key skills related to the
number system, number and operations in base ten, number and operations—fractions,
operations and algebraic thinking, statistics and probability, measurement and data,
ratios and proportional relationships, expressions and equations, and geometry.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Number and Operations: Whole Numbers
Number and Operations: Fractions
Number and Operations: Decimals
Expressions and Equations

Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Measurement
Statistics and Data
Geometry
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